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NOTES AND NEWS 



A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on November 19, 
Dr. H. Wildon Carr, President, in the chair. A paper was read by 
Mrs. Karin Stephen on ' ' Thought and Intuition. ' ' The paper was an 
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attempt to give a clear statement of Bergson 's theory of knowledge. 
Bergson confines his attention to knowledge of existence and, for 
him, the best way of knowing existence is to be acquainted with it. 
Thought, which can only give knowledge about, is, for him, a pis 
aller, and he only deals with it in so far as it affects the actual ex- 
perience which we get by acquaintance. Thought and acquaintance 
defeat one another, nevertheless in practise we try to carry on both 
operations together and the result is our every-day experience of 
things having qualities and relations. This experience is a hybrid 
product : it still has some of the content of the original act of intui- 
tion, but whatever could not be used as material for thought has been 
left out of it, and it has borrowed the form which belongs to the sym- 
bols used by thought : it has been ' ' intellectualized. ' ' 

According to Bergson the intellectualization of experience is not 
confined to instances how and there : he claims that the whole notion 
of experience as consisting of distinct things having qualities and 
relations results from our having imposed the form which properly 
belongs to the symbols of thought upon our actual experience. Berg- 
son 's new philosophical method comes simply to this: that instead of 
confining our attention to just so much of experience as lends itself as 
material for thought, and instead of intellectualizing our experience, 
we reverse our mental habits, make an effort to enlarge rather than 
to limit the whole field of experience with which intuition acquaints 
us, and attend to it directly without any intermediary. 



A meeting of the Aristotelian Society was held on December 3, 
Dr. H. Wildon Carr, President, in the chair. Mr. F. C. Bartlett read 
a paper on ' ' The Development of Criticism. ' ' An attempt to trace 
broadly the development of criticism reveals four main stages : the 
simply appreciative, the conventional, the rational, and the intui- 
tional. At the first, criticism is the immediate outcome of the feeling 
accompanying ease or hesitation of reaction ; at the second, a situation 
or object is criticized by virtue of its relation to a mass of preceding 
experience, the latter remaining relatively vague and unanalyzed; 
at the third, definite rules of criticism are developed ; at the fourth, 
the verdict passed is regarded as the outcome, on the one hand, of 
the peculiar nature of the object, and on the other hand, of the rela- 
tion of the object to the critic. Affective factors play a dominant 
part throughout in the production of criticism; while the direction 
of development is determined by a persistent ' ' effort after meaning. ' ' 



